Sunday, December 5, 2021
Holy Trinity Armenian Church of Greater Boston
Father Vasken A. Kouzouian, Pastor
145 Brattle Street Cambridge, MA 02138 617.354.0632

Celebrant: The Pastor

SUNDAY BULLETIN

The City of Cambridge has issued an emergency order requiring that face masks or
coverings be worn in indoor public places - this includes Houses of Worship.
The order took effect at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, September 3, 2021. Holy Trinity Church
and its members and friends will be required to abide by these new safety measures.

Masks will be required
in the sanctuary and in all church complex buildings.

∙

When attending services in-person, please remember:
Safety measures that will continue
Pews will remain taped off to support distancing
Masks will be made available if you need one
Our cleaning protocols will remain in place
Hand sanitizer will continue to be made available at the entrance of
church and at the side altars
Kiss of Peace will be conducted by bowing the head toward others
without approaching or touching on another
Confession will be done in place at your pew
Holy Communion will continue to be distributed using safe practices
*Please feel free to contact our office at 617.354.0632 if you have any questions or
concerns.*We are grateful for your trust and loyalty to our Holy Trinity community.*

From Today's Bible Reading
Luke 13:1-9 Luke 13:1-9 Jesus refers to two local tragedies: Galilean pilgrims massacred by
Pilate and people killed by a collapsing tower. He counters the world view of the time that
those whose lives were cut short must have sinned in some way. No indeed! They were no
better nor worse than any of us. But the fact that lives may tragically and suddenly end calls all
the more for repentance; without skipping a beat, our Lord tells the story of a fig tree which
has yet to bear fruit but is spared for one more year. Cultivated and tended it has been given
every opportunity to be fruitful. Reflection: What kind of “death” do you think Jesus refers to
in verse 5? What are the different ways your faith has been nourished? What fruit has this
produced in your life? If none or little, what are you waiting for?!
I Thessalonians 4:1-11 St, Paul commends the Thessalonians for acknowledging God’s gift of
holiness, as a result they shun sexual immorality, exert honorable self-control, and love others
as one might a sister or brother. Paul encourages them to love even more expansively.
Reflection: Paul taught this community how to live in order to please God (4:1). Whom do you
live to please? How would you live differently if it were God you were aiming to please?
Isaiah 36:22-37:11 Assyria has leveled the Northern Kingdom and is now at Jerusalem’s door,
threatening Hezekiah and mocking his God. Yet King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah remain
steadfast in their trust in God. Reflection: God is unequivocal in His response to Hezekiah’s
fear, in summary: Do not be afraid! Listen! I have an answer… (37:6-7) Think of a worry or
fear of your own. How might these emphatic words comfort you?
Saturday, December 11 is the Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
From a young age, St. Nicholas (c 270-343) was known for his kind-heartedness and
unwavering faith. He was imprisoned during the persecution of Christians under Emperor
Diocletian and remembered later for his inspiring encouragement to fellow prisoners. As
Bishop of Myra, he attended the Council at Nicaea in 325. His moniker “wonderworker” came
from the many miracles his prayers and deeds prompted -- saving unjustly condemned
prisoners, drowning men at sea, and even his city from a terrible famine. But his name is most
associated with Christmas and with the boundless love he had for those in need. One wellknown legend of his charity concerned the bags of gold he secretly gifted to three very poor
girls whose father was about to turn them out of the house. This led to the practice of giving
presents to children at Christmas in his name, which itself evolved from St. Nicholas to Santa
Claus. The modern day image of Santa also draws from the story of the pagan god Thor who
was associated with winter and the Yule log and rode on a chariot drawn by goats named
Cracker and Gnasher. Reflection: Explore the life of this remarkable saint. Emulate his loving
dedication to the poor, the hungry, and the persecuted.
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Readings of the Day:
Is. 36:22-37:11. 1 Thes. 4:1-11. Lk. 13:1-9.
Today’s Bible reading is from the Gospel of Jesus Christ according to
St. Luke, chapter 13, vs. 1-9 and will be read by Susan Derderian.

December 5, 2021 Hokehankisd
- Helene A. Dorian, 3rd Anniversary: Requested by Daniel and Lisa Dorian,
Janice Dorian, Lois and Ron Malconian for mother; Ashley and Scott Martin,
Amanda and Matt Keller, Sarah Malconian and Kwasi Mensah, Ron
Malconian, and Danielle and Gary Dodakian for grandmother; and Matty and
Danny Keller and Gary C Dodakian for great-grandmother.
- Robert Goshgarian: Requested by Irena Balgalvis for close friend.
- Dr. Martin & Anna Alexander: From their Trust Fund.
- The Victims of the 1988 Earthquake in Armenia

Prayer Requests
Your prayers are requested to have mercy on our countrymen in Artsakh, to strengthen them in
defense of their homeland, and to grant consolation to the suffering and grieving.
Your prayers are also requested for Nishan Tikijian and Ara Hollisian;
and for the good health of all those who suffer from illness in their own private way;
and for those who mourn the loss of loved ones.
*Der Vasken offers a weekly Hokehankisd Service.*
*Please note that if you would like Der Vasken to offer your prayer request during his silent prayers at
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, please fill out the Prayer Request cards that have been removed
from the pews when the pandemic restrictions began, and are located on the table in the Narthex (the
Church Sanctuary lobby).*
Please contact the church office with any questions.
*Requests submitted after 11 am on Thursday will not be printed in the Sunday Bulletin
but will be read from the altar by Der Vasken.
Please alert a Parish Council member on Sunday if you requested a Hokehankisd
after 11 am on Thursday to ensure Der Vasken has the name of your loved one.*

Don't forget to pick up your Bazaar orders!
For your convenience, we will have the pastry booth, gourmet booth
and the country store set up in Talanian Hall.
Shop your favorite booths and get into the Christmas spirit while
picking up your pre-order!
Masks covering the nose and mouth must be worn indoors,
per City of Cambridge mandate.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Morning Service - 9:15 a.m.
Divine Liturgy - 10 a.m.
Services conclude - 12 Noon.
We urge our faithful to attend Church Services on time.

HOLY TRINITY CALENDAR
Sun, Dec 5
Wed, Dec 8

Holy Trinity Grab & Go Christmas Bazaar
First's Wednesdays; "How Can We Experience God's Guidance?"
Johnson Hall, 6:45pm -7:30pm.
Wed, Dec 15 Parish Council Meeting; Johnson Hall, 6:30pm
Sun, Dec 19 Christmas Pageant Presentation; Sanctuary, 11:40am
& Parish Tree Lighting; On the Plaza, 12:30pm
Fri, Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service (time TBD)
Sat, Dec 25 Merry Christmas!
Sun, Jan 9
Armenian Christmas observed- Blessing of the Water Services

